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ENVIRONMENT & LEISURE WORKING GROUP 
 

5 June 2018 at 6.00 p.m. 
 
 
Present: - Councillors Hitchins (Chairman), Warren (Vice-Chairman), 

Ambler, Mrs Bence, Buckland, Cates, Dingemans, Mrs Neno, 
Oliver-Redgate, Reynolds, Dr Walsh and Warren. 

 
 Councillor Bence and Councillor Clayden were also in 

attendance for all or part of the meeting.  
  
  
1. WELCOME 
 

 The Chairman welcomed Members, Officers and Members of the Press 
to the first meeting of the new Municipal Year. He gave special thanks to 
Members and Officers on the work that had been achieved over the last year 
including the commencement of works at the Littlehampton Swimming Pool, 
the work on Public Convenience improvement and the work on the parks in 
Bognor Regis.  

 
2. APOLOGIES 
 
 Apologies had been received from Councillors; Bicknell, English, 
Stanley and Wells. 
 
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 The following declaration of interest was made:-  
 

• Councillor Buckland declared a personal interest in any item on 
the agenda that might arise in connection with his roles as a 
member of Littlehampton Town Council and West Sussex 
County Council.  

 
4. MINUTES 
 
 The Minutes of the meeting held on 20 February 2018 were approved 
and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.  
 
5. START TIMES 
 
 The Working Group 
 

RESOLVED 
 
That the start times of meetings for the remainder of 2018/19 
be 6.00 p.m. 
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5. ENVIRONMENT & LEISURE WORKING GROUP TERMS OF 
 REFERENCE 
 
 The Group Head of Policy, presented this report which put forward an 
amended Terms of Reference for the Working Group following a full review of 
the Council’s Constitution, which sought to clarify and simplify the Council’s 
formal processes. 
 
 In addition, and following an issue that had been raised at the last 
meeting of the Environment & Leisure Working Party, it was suggested that 
future Working Group agendas have a heading included to read:- 
 
 “Report Back from Cabinet/Full Council 
 The Working Group may wish to consider the outcome of the 
Cabinet/Full Council meeting held on (date to be inserted) when the 
recommendations from this Working Group were presented” 
 
 The purpose of this heading on the agenda would be to enable 
members of the Working Group to raise any queries on recommendations that 
had been forwarded to Cabinet/Full Council to ascertain how they had been 
dealt with.  In addition, the issue of transparency would be covered as notice 
would be given of possible deliberations and discussion that might be covered 
at the meeting.  The Committee Manager could even list the matters that had 
recommendations from the previous meeting, therefore making it clear what 
subject could be raised. 
 
 Following a brief discussion whereby clarification was sought and 
given, the Working Group, 
 

RECOMMEND TO FULL COUNCIL 
 
That the revised Terms of Reference be agreed; and 
 
RESOLVED 
 
That the following heading be included on future agendas:- 
 
“Report Back from Cabinet/Full Council 
The Working Group may wish to consider the outcome of the 
Cabinet/Full Council meeting held on (date to be inserted) 
when the recommendations from this Working Group were 
presented” 
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6. LOCAL COMMUNITY NETWORK (LCN) DEVELOPMENTS IN THE 
ARUN DISTRICT 

 
 (During the course of the discussion on this item, Councillor Dr Walsh 

declared an interest as a Member of West Sussex County Council and 
Chairman of the West Sussex County Council’s Health and Adult 
Social Care Committee.) 

 
 
 In introducing this report the Chairman welcomed the following guests 
to the working group: 
 

• Tina Favier – Strategic Lead for Prevention, Coastal West 
Sussex Clinical Commissioning Group 

• Mark Lee – GP at Willow Green Surgery 

• Neil Vinter – REAL patient representative 

• Michaela Hawkes -  Regis and Adur LCN Development Manager 

• Debra Flynn – LCN Development Manager 
 
 The Group Head for Community Wellbeing explained that since 2016 
there had been a move to establish Local Community Networks in England 
consisting of health providers, the voluntary sector and local authorities all 
with the shared ambition of creating an integrated approach to organising and 
improving the health and wellbeing of local populations.  
 
 A presentation was provided which outlined the work of an LCN and 
highlighted demographic challenges. It was reported that there were eight 
LCNs across Coastal West Sussex and those based in Arun were; Regis and 
REAL Care (Rustington, East Preston, Angmering, Littlehampton). 
  
 It was noted that a detailed Delivery Plan for Coastal Care was agreed 
in Oct 2017, and this brought the  partners (health providers, commissioners 
and councils, including WSCC as an ‘aligned’ partner) together to focus on 
four key programme areas:  
 

• Prevention 

• Frail and Ageing Population 

• Urgent Care 

• Local Community Networks (which is place-based delivery model for 
this programme).    

 
 Members were provided with information on Urgent Care and the 
positive changes to provide better and consistent out of hours health care. 
This included clinical care provision through the 111 telephone service, urgent 
treatment centres in Worthing, Chichester and Bognor and better GP 
accessibility with GP Access hubs open evening and weekends.  
 
 Prevention was cited as a key work stream with its emphasis on 
improving population health. It was seen as crucial that partners worked 
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together to prevent ill health which would ultimately save money and was the 
right thing to do.  
 
 All LCNs were focused on older people, with additional varying 
priorities around social isolation, befriending, working with care homes to 
reduce hospital admissions.  Work was also developing on ‘prevention’ as a 
critical part of the work for LCNs, shaped around a life-course approach (‘start 
well, live well and age well’.)  It was noted that REAL Care was focusing on 
providing care for the area’s older population with chronic diseases, long term 
conditions and frailty by starting with integrating primary and community care 
staff to identify those patients who are most in need of help and support. This 
LCN aimed to have one universal care plan that is shared with all of the 
people involved in their care and training had been taking place since the end 
of last 2017. 
 
 In concluding the presentation Members were informed that 
engagement with people and communities was vital and a key priority in 
shaping the work and development of the LCNs. It was reported that Public 
Members were involved in Regis and REAL Care with well attended public 
meetings.  
 
 In discussing the report and presentation Members asked a number of 
questions that were responded to at the meeting. Key points raised were: 
 

• Members welcomed joined up approach of the LCNs 
 

• Concern was expressed with respect to the areas of deprivation 
in Arun, poor education results and severe lack of support for 
youth mental health. The Strategic Lead for Prevention, Coastal 
West Sussex Clinical Commissioning Group, stated that the 
pressures on youth mental health issues were known with 
prolonged treatment waiting times. It was recognised that LCNs 
needed to work with schools and provide supportive care for 
young people who often needed someone to listen. It was 
expected that the gap between adult and youth mental health 
should be closed with an integrated service.  

 

• Members also voiced their concerns with respect to the Growing 
Population in Arun which was set to continue to rise with a large 
number of new houses being built in the area and the number of 
GP practices that would be expected to cope with this increase. 
It was noted that GP practices in Arun were already under 
increasing pressure. It was felt that there was no opportunity for 
expansion and that the only answer was to find the money to 
build new GP practices.  

 

• Prevention methods for keeping Arun’s population healthy were 
welcomed but Members condemned the inability of the National 
Health Service (NHS) to provide funds for GP healthcare 
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provision.  It was seen as urgent that local surgeries were 
supported with new and enhanced facilities.  

 

• The Chairman emphasised that Members were unable to 
change the NHS locally. He pointed out that a report had been 
commissioned by the Littlehampton Locality Group of GP’s 
which would recommend proposals for estates. The draft report 
was expected on Friday on 15 June 2018.  

 
 The Chairman thanked the guests from the LCNs for attending the 
working group. The working group then noted the report.  
 
7. BATHING WATER ENHANCEMENT UPDATE 
 
 The working group received a report from the Group Head of Technical 
Services concerning the Bathing Water Enhancement Programme. 
 
  It was reported that the Council was working with Southern Water and 
other partners to promote the improvement of bathing water quality primarily 
at Middleton-on-Sea but also at Bognor Regis Aldwick, Bognor Regis East 
and Felpham bathing waters. This was part of a Southern Water programme 
for which funding was being provided. It was explained that the main focus of 
Arun’s work would be on reducing dog fouling and litter which could lead to 
contamination of the bathing water. 
 
 It was noted that all bathing waters in the Arun District were classified 
as sufficient, good or excellent. The Group Head of Technical Services stated 
that Bathing water was classified based on a 4 yearly average of the results of 
analysis on samples taken by the Environment Agency throughout the bathing 
water season which runs from May – September of each year. The samples 
of sea water were analysed for two types of bacteria, E.coli and Intestinal 
Enterococci. These two bacteria were used as indicators of contamination that 
can make bathers unwell.  
 
 It was also noted that there could be multiple sources of contamination, 
and these could vary from one bathing water to another. The sources could 
include diffuse sources from agricultural land, toilets which had been 
misconnected to surface water drainage, defective public and private sewers, 
and animal faeces including from dogs, vermin and birds.  
 
 Members were informed that Southern Water undertook a customer 
survey and identified that bathing water quality was a major concern of their 
customers. They therefore sought from their regulator, Ofwat, the latitude to 
spend £31.5 million on a Bathing Water Enhancement Programme (BWEP) 
between 2015-2019. The first step they undertook was to identify 21 bathing 
waters where it was forecast that they would not meet the “excellent” 
classification by 2019. Further studies were undertaken on these 21 sites to 
establish what the sources of contamination were and which could feasibly be 
improved within the timescales. Of the 21, Arun’s Felpham, Bognor Regis 
Aldwick and Middleton-on-Sea bathing waters were included. Middleton-on–
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Sea was selected for inclusion in the BWEP programme. Felpham and 
Bognor Regis Aldwick were not but have subsequently been allocated funding 
by Southern Water to support interventions by the Council to reduce litter, bird 
and dog fouling.  
 
 It was reported that evidence was found through analysis of water 
samples in 2017 that dog faeces was contributing, albeit to a small extent, to 
the contamination of bathing water at Middleton. A survey was conducted of 
beach users across the 7 sites included in the BWEP about public perception 
of the cleanliness of the beach including litter and dog mess. Middleton came 
second from bottom in that survey. 
 
 In discussing the report Members welcomed the Bathing Water 
Enhancement Programme and requested that: 
 

• More and larger dog and litter bins be placed along coastal 
areas in Arun 

• Enforcement action be taken when necessary  

• Improved signage and publicity campaigns be used 

• It was requested that River Walk be included within the scope of 
Middleton’s enhancement 

 
 After a number of further questions that were responded to at the 
meeting the Group Head of Technical Services was thanked for his 
worthwhile report.  
 
 The Working Group then noted the report.  
 
(Following the meeting the Group Head of Technical Services provided further 
information on dog controls to the working group via the link provided: 
https://www.arun.gov.uk/dog-control ) 
 
8.  LITTLEHAMPTON LEISURE CENTRE UPDATE 
 
 The Working Group received a written report and presentation that 
provided a visual update showing the progress of the works to the 
Littlehampton Leisure Centre from the Group Head of Community Wellbeing.  
 
 The following key points were outlined:  
 

• The structure of the new leisure centre was complete and the 
current focus of Willmott Dixon Construction (WDC) was 
weatherproofing the building.  The roof was nearing completion 
and the masonry and cladding work was underway.  Inside the 
building WDC was co-ordinating the installation of reinforced 
concrete and drainage systems and also the internal wall 
construction work.  

• Southern Water had completed its work to divert a sewer pipe 
and the disturbed ground in Mewsbrook Park had been 
reinstated.  
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• WDC was continuing to refine options for reducing the amount 
of glare in the pool hall and discuss these with Sport England. 

• In the coming weeks officers would work to prepare tender 
documentation for the demolition of the existing leisure centre, 
including reinstatement of the land to public open space. 

 
 The Group Head of Community Wellbeing went on to praise WDC for 
its stakeholder engagement and publicity.  A number of site visits had been 
arranged to enable people to view progress of the building behind the 
construction hoarding.  Arun District Council (ADC) Members and local 
community groups had taken up invitations to visit the site and an Open Doors 
event was held on 24 March 2018 which gave members of the public the 
opportunity to also see the works up close.  It was hoped that further dates 
would be set as the project moves through the next phase of building work.  It 
was also noted that, as part of public engagement, staff from ADC and WDC 
supported the Angmering School with a design project which helped students 
develop some of the life skills they would need as they moved into 
employment.  The team also attended the Junior Youth Council in May to give 
a presentation about the project. 
 
 In conclusion, the Group Head of Community Wellbeing stated that 
Leisure Centre users had been asked to put forward suggestions for the new 
name of the centre for consideration.  He announced that the chosen name 
for the Littlehampton Leisure Centre was, ‘Littlehampton Wave’.  
 
 In discussion Members praised the project and welcomed the chosen 
name. Some concerns were raised with respect to the glare caused by glass 
on the outside of the building and how this could be reduced.  The Group 
Head of Community Wellbeing assured Members that this issue was being 
given urgent attention. He was due to visit other centres with WDC to look for 
the best possible solution.  
 
 The Working Group then noted the report.  
 
9. WORK PROGRAMME 2018/19 
 
 The Work Programme for the Municipal Year 2018/19 was considered 
and the following changes were made: 
 

• The Wellbeing Annual Report was moved from 31 July 2018 
meeting to 29 January 2019 meeting. 

• A request was made that a Report be given to the Working 
Group, later in the year, on Dog Fouling and Litter along Coastal 
Areas.  

  
 Following this amendment, the Working Group 
 
   RECOMMEND TO FULL COUNCIL 
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   That the Environment & Leisure Working Group Work   
   Programme for 2018/19 be approved. 
 

 
 

(The meeting concluded at 8.07 pm) 
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